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PR E S I D E N T ’ S L E T T E R 

Dear MMEG Friends,

Happy 40th anniversary! I am so pleased to share 

with you MMEG’s FY21 Annual report.

An unprecedented pandemic year brought with 

it not only challenges but also a wealth of 

opportunities. Adapting meant learning new 

ways of working and making the most of 

technologies available. With your generous 

support, FY21 has been a year of discovery, 

connection, and hope. 

In a year in which we expected to be isolated, in 

the MMEG community we saw more of each other 

than ever before – volunteers, donors and 

grantees connected from all corners of the globe 

and across different time zones. Online events 

organized to mark MMEG’s 40th anniversary 

showcased all that we are grateful for: the vital 

support we received from you, our friends and 

donors, the strong commitment of MMEG 

volunteers and the exceptionality and diversity of 

MMEG grantees. The events highlighted the 

impactful ways in which valuable connections 

can be created between MMEG supporters and 

volunteers, volunteers and grantees, and 

importantly among grantees themselves. 

Women working on the same issues in different 

regions of the world were able to exchange, learn 

from each other, and encourage each other. FY21 

saw significant strides forward in MMEG grantee 

outreach and engagement.

This year’s Community Connections Campaign 
within the World Bank Group received incredible 
support from you all, with WBG retirees  and staff 

contributing significantly. Our gratitude goes to 
all of you who donated through this campaign, 
and to the CCC for supporting MMEG. We are very 
grateful for the increased financial backing from 
the growth in contributions  as reflected in this 

Annual Report. Special thanks to our steadfast 
donor ,  the  Bank-Fund Federal Staff Credit Union. 

Your staunch support has been indispensable to 
MMEG over many years. This financial support 
enabled us to award 20 grants  to 20 extraordinary 

women from Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Ghana, India, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico, Nigeria, 
South Africa and the United States are able to 
pursue their educational goals thanks to your 
contributions.

With a resourceful, and persevering group of 
volunteers at the helm, MMEG’s Arts & Crafts Fair 
temporarily became an online marketplace in 
November 2020. Through this online event , 

MMEG continued to back independent artisans 
and reached out to prospective supporters across 
the United States. Kudos to MMEG volunteers for 
making the seemingly impossible possible this 
year!

In FY21, we shone a spotlight on MMEG’s journey 
over the past 40 years and where we are today. 
MMEG’s volunteers continue to be the backbone 
of our mission to support women to build a better 
world. 

I am grateful for the incredibly committed, highly 
skilled and diverse group of women and men who 
served on Selection Committees to ensure that 
MMEG was able to maintain grants in a difficult 
year, made tough decisions as members of the 
Board, managed our communication processes 
and social media presence, and worked hard on 
the Arts & Crafts Fair.

What a year! I cannot thank you all enough. As we 
celebrate 40 years, we look ahead to continuing 
to work, with your help, on upholding 
exceptional women to achieve their full potential.
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MMEG is a 501 (c)(3) public charity, 
founded to recognize Margaret 
McNamara for her dedication to the 
education of women and children, 
before and while her husband, Robert 
McNamara, was President of the World 
Bank (1968-1981).  This recognition 
and our work have continued for 40 
years!  MMEG stands as a legacy to 
Margaret McNamara’s memory and her 
efforts toward women’s       
empowerment; so do her 
establishment of the literacy 
organization, Reading Is Fundamental 
in 1966 and her receipt of the highest 
civilian distinction in the United 
States, the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. 

suPPorting Women from de veLoPing 
Countries

Margaret McNamara Education Grants 
(MMEG) is a volunteer-led public charity 
established to award education grants 
to exceptional women from developing 
countries. 

We at MMEG believe that supporting 
women’s education is critical to 
improving the lives of women and 
children throughout the world.  
Grantees are at least 25 years old and 
enrolled at accredited universities in the 
United States and Canada as well as at 
selected universities in South Africa and 
Latin America. Application criteria and 
deadlines for all programs are posted 
on our website www.mmeg.org
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FY21 GRANTEES

This fiscal year, 20 grantees were selected from 
a pool of some 600 applicants.  They were 
awarded $189,000 in grants across North 
America, Latin America, and Africa.  The 
grantees come from 12 countries and 4 
continents; detailed information about them 
and their endeavors follows.  Since 1981, the 
total of education grants provided by MMEG is 
US$4.2 million to 465 women.

 donors

This year’s MMEG grants are made possible 
through the generosity of our individual donors 
and small family charitable trusts–continuing 
and new, from sales at our annual Arts & Crafts 
fair, and from the support of the World Bank, 
the law firm of WilmerHale, the World Bank 
Community Connections Campaign, the IMF 
Giving Together Campaign, the Bank-Fund Staff 
Federal Credit Union (BFSFCU), and the World 
Bank Global Family Network ( WBGFN). 

           20
GRANTEES

           12
COUNTRIES

     4
CONTINENTS
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OUR FY21 GRANTEES 

Name  University Nationality Degree Field of Study

Latin America Program 
Bertha Maribel Pech Polanco Universidad 

Iberoamericana
Mexico Doctorate Education

Giana Maria Henriquez Mendoza Univ.Nacional 
de Colombia

Colombia Doctorate Human Sciences 

Joy Helena González Güeto FLACSO- 
Mexico

Colombia Doctorate Sociology

Katherine Johana Soto Torres FLACSO- 
Ecuador

Perú Master’s Public Policy

Nancy Gabriela Carrión Sarzosa FLACSO- 
Ecuador

Ecuador Master’s Sociology

Maria Alejandra Wilches 
Mogollon

Universidad de 
Los Andes

Colombia Doctorate Industrial Engineering

South Africa Program
Briska Shemang University of 

Stellenbosch
Nigeria Master's Medicine

Juliet Hilda Sayo Kegode University of 
Pretoria

Kenya Doctorate Agricultural Economics 

Obaa Akua Konadu University of 
Stellenbosch

Ghana Doctorate Economics & Management 
Sciences

Milka Madahana University of 
Witwatersrand

Kenya Doctorate Electrical & Information 
Engineering

Mutsawashe Mutendi University of 
Cape Town

South Africa Doctorate Medical Anthropology

Shehani Perera University of 
Cape Town

Malawi Doctorate Public Health

US-Canada Program
Zeenith Ebrahim Harvard 

University
South Africa Doctorate Public Health 

Adwoa Gyamfi University of 
Connecticut

Ghana Doctorate Nursing 

Paulina Lucio Maymon* American 
University

Mexico Doctorate Law

Isabel Potani University of 
Toronto

Malawi Doctorate Nutritional Sciences

Tanushree Sarkar Vanderbilt 
University

India Doctorate Human and Organizational 
Development.

Maria Mercedes Sidders Harvard 
University & MIT

Argentina Dual Master’s Public Administration 

Trinity Program
Melinda Salinas Trinity

Washington 
University

USA Bachelor’s Psychology

Talisa Sutton-Stephenson Trinity
Washington 
University

USA Master’s Education

* In FY21, Paolina Lucio Maymon received Bank-Fund Staff Federal Credit Union grant.
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Nancy Gabriela (39) 
will use her Master’s 
degree in Sociology 
and Gender Studies 
from FLACSO, 
Ecuador, to continue her 
work studying sexual 
violence in universities. 
Her goal is to establish 
child sexual abuse 
prevention programs 
and improve the quality 
of life for women, girls 
and boys in 

communities, schools, 
and homes in Ecuador. 

Zeenith (38) is 
studying public health 
for a PhD from Harvard 
University, US, 
focusing on improving 
access to professional 
in-home health care for 
people in low-income 
communities in her 
home country of South 
Africa to improve 
patient and health 
system outcomes. 

Zeenith Ebrahim

Joy Helena González Güeto

Joy Helena (31) will use her Doctorate from FLACSO, Mexico, in Sociology with its 

focus on studying the cultural history of racialization to work in anti-racism 
efforts in Latin America and the Caribbean, especially as they affect Afro-
descendent women in the region. 

Nancy Gabriela 
Carrión Sarzosa 

MEET OUR GRANTEES 

OF THE FY21 MMEG COHORT OF 20, ONE GRANTEE IS STUDYING FOR HER BACHELOR’S DEGREE, FIVE FOR 
THEIR MASTER’S DEGREES, AND FOURTEEN ARE PURSUING DOCTORAL STUDIES. SEE BELOW, DESCRIPTIONS 
OF OUR TERRIFIC GRANTEES, THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AND THEIR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE.

Maria Alejandra Wilches Mogollon

Maria Alejandra (27)  is working on a PhD at Universidad de Los Andes, 
Colombia, in the field of Industrial Engineering.  Maria combines an engineering 
discipline with a focus on health care service provision; she is working to 
improve health care for women by examining ways to expand women’s access 
to safe transportation to health centers.
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Adwoa (38) is extending 
her commitment to 
nursing, women’s health, 
and infant nutrition by 
studying for a PhD at the 
University of 
Connecticut, US.  A nurse 
and midwife, Adwoa is 
studying social support 
for breastfeeding among 
African American women 
in the United States. Her 
hope is to return to 
Ghana to teach and do 
research.   

Giana Maria (55) works 
to increase HPV vaccine 
coverage in her native 
Colombia while she 
studies for a PhD in 
Social Studies of Science 
at the Universidad 
Nacional de Colombia. 
Her goal is to collaborate 
with the National 
Institute of Health in 
Colombia to ensure that 
public health policies are 
relevant to remote and 
especially vulnerable 
populations. 

Giana Maria  Henriquez 
Mendoza 

Hilda (40), from Kenya, is pursuing her Doctorate in Environmental/Natural 

Resource Economics at the University of Pretoria, South Africa. Hilda’s 
professional goal is to be an impact evaluation specialist in the areas of 
natural resource management and rural development, incorporating the 
views and needs of women. 

Hilda Kegode 

Adwoa Gyamfi 

Obaa (30), from Ghana, is studying for a PhD in Business 

Administration and Management at the University of Stellenbosch, South 
Africa. Informed by observing gender roles in the labor market in Ghana’s 
gold mining region, Obaa’s research focuses on women’s engagement in the 
labor market—notably, the obstacles they face and how they advance their 
careers in male-dominated professions. 

Obaa Akua Konadu

6



Paulina (30) is this year's 
recipient of the named 
BFSFCU grant. She is 

studying Law for a 
Doctorate at American 
University, US, with a 
focus on International 
Human Rights and 
Criminal Defense. She 
hopes to use her degree 
to further the efforts of 
a nonprofit in Mexico to 
offer legal services, 
organize human rights 
conferences, and 
document human rights 
violations.   

 

Milka Madahana

Mutsawashe (29), a South African, is in a PhD program for Medical Anthropology at 
the University of Cape Town, South Africa. She is conducting ethnographic 
research on women’s health in Zimbabwe’s artisanal mining sector, where she 
observed that the full extent of women’s health issues in the extractive industries 
had not been professionally researched by key stakeholders, including the women 
themselves. That knowledge gap resulted in delayed recognition of their needs for, 
and limited access to, culturally responsive health services.

Mutsawashe Mutendi

Paulina Lucio 
Maymon

Bertha (39) will use her PhD in Education from the Universidad Iberoamericana, 

Mexico, to promote higher education for indigenous and Afro-Mexican women.  
Coming from a small town in the Yucatan and one of only two of her forty-some 
cousins to pursue a higher education degree, Bertha will continue her work 
against racism and for the inclusion of Mayan women and children in educational 
arenas.

Bertha Maribel Pech Polanco 

Milka (31), from Kenya, is 
pursuing her Doctorate in 
Engineering, with 
application of Engineering 
to Medicine, at the 
University of the 
Witwatersrand, South 
Africa.  Her research 
focuses on medical 
technologies applied to 
the lung function of 
infants and children. She 
aims to simplify medical 
equipment in general and 
make it more widely 
available in rural and 
disadvantaged 
populations. 
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Isabel (29) focuses her 
career on treating severe 
acute malnutrition, the 
objective of her doctoral 
work at the University of 
Toronto, Canada. She 
hopes, upon completion 
of her degree, to 
continue nutrition 
research in pregnant 
women and in children 
with an international aid 
agency or a university in 
Malawi, her home 
country.

Isabel Potani

Melinda (31) is pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and Human Relations 

at Trinity Washington University, US.  Melinda hopes to extend her current work 
with Latina and Latino youth to become an inclusion-diversity counselor, 
director, or policy advisor, with a focus on helping immigrant families gain 
access to employment and economic development services and opportunities.   

Melinda Salinas 

Tanushree (27) will use her PhD in Education from Vanderbilt University, US, to 
work with teacher education institutes at district levels in her home country of 
India to bring disability inclusion into mainstream learning through a holistic 
approach including students, families, parents, and teachers. Her research 
focuses on the efficacy and implementation of disability-related legislation and 
social inclusion in schools in India.

Tanushree Sarkar 

Shehani (26) is pursuing a 
PhD in Public Health and 
Human Rights at the 
University of Cape Town, 
South Africa. Her 
experience in public health 

underpins her current 
research into human rights 
and HIV testing and 
counseling services for 
female patients. She hopes 
to make a broader impact 
through academics and 
policymaking on righting 
injustices and social 
marginalization of migrant 
women, reflecting her 
background as a child 
immigrant from Sri Lanka to 
Malawi.  

Shehani Perera
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Briska (31) is an 
obstetrician-
gynecologist studying 
for a Master’s degree at 
University of 
Stellenbosch, South 

Africa.  While providing 
medical and surgical 
care to women at a 
public hospital in Cape 
Town, Briska is focusing 
on the impact of cancer 
on young women’s 
fertility. 

Mercedes (30) hopes to 
use her joint MBA/
Master’s degree  in 
Public Administration 
and International 
Development from MIT 
and the Harvard 
Kennedy School, US, to 
continue her work to 
protect the children of 
Argentina from violence 
and poverty through 
early identification of at-
risk children and 
appropriate public 
policy approaches.

Maria Mercedes 
Sidders 

Katherine (28) is working toward a Master’s degree in Public Policy 

at FLACSO, Ecuador,  with the aim of contributing to public policy regarding the 
disappearance of women in her native country, Peru. Katherine’s commitment 
shows in her work to establish a registry of missing women and her prior work 
as a clown in children’s cancer wards in Peru.

Katherine Johana Soto Torres 

Briska Shemang 

Talisa (35) is on track to earn a Master’s degree in Education at Trinity 

Washington University, US, while working as a registrar in charge of school-
parent-child relations and community outreach with the District of Columbia 
school system.  Talisa’s objective is to become a school principal so that she can 
continue to support literacy and build parent engagement and community trust 
within the school system.

Talisa Sutton-Stephenson
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gr Antees’ universities in fY21

Our congratulations to the universities that have our grantees as registered students this 
year. MMEG grantees are furthering their education in 16 universities located on three 
continents.

L Atin AmeriCA Progr Am

FLACSO-Ecuador
FLACSO-Mexico
Universidad Nacional de Colombia 
University of Iberoamericana 
University of Los Andes

us-C AnAdA And 
trinit Y Progr Ams

American University
Harvard University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Trinity Washington University 
University of Connecticut
University of Toronto
Vanderbilt University

south AfriCA  Progr Am

University of Stellenbosch 
University of Cape Town
University of Pretoria
University of the Witwatersrand

The FY21 MMEG cohort of 20 includes one grantee studying for her Bachelor’s degree, 
five for their Master’s degrees, and 14 for their Doctorates. They are working toward 
degrees in a broad range of disciplines such as public health and medicine, 
engineering, economics, and public policy. 

DEGREES PURSUED BY GRANTEES
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THE SILVER LINING OF COVID-19 

Better yet, this communication was 
two-way as grantees reached out to  
keep us all informed of their activities 
and success.  In December, Hannah 
Simba (2020 grantee) invited us to a 
webinar she co-hosted with Graduate 
Dialogues, a platform that engages 
graduate students conducting 
scientific research. The well-attended 
panel focused on the effects of the 
pandemic specifically as they 
affected women in such areas as 
health care provision, access to 
contraceptives, sexual health, and 
gender-based violence.  Hannah is a 
PhD candidate at University of 
Stellenbosch  in South Africa, where 
she is studying the relatively high 
incidence of esophageal cancer in the 
African population.  

As noted elsewhere in this report, an 
unexpected benefit of the COVID-19 
pandemic has been increased interaction 
among MMEG grantees, friends, board 
members, and volunteers.  We have all 
learned how easily (even for the 
technologically challenged!) we can 
connect with, and learn from, others 
through a computer and a virtual meeting 
platform. This year, MMEG continued the 
practice of meeting new grantees 
through get-togethers for each of our 
four programs. This not only allowed 
MMEG friends and selection committee 
and board members to meet this year’s 
class of grantees, but also provided a 
forum for grantees to meet each other 
and form networks. How fun it was to find 
that grantees have complementary 
research objectives or share a common 
undergraduate alma mater!

USA-Canada  &
South Africa Prog. Grantees

 Meeting Grantees 

 Meeting Grantees (South Africa)

 Fair Meetings

 Meeting Grantees (US &Canada)

 Board Meetings

 Talks: Environment  Meeting Grantees (LAC)
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THE SILVER LINING OF COVID-19 

In a socially distanced, outdoor meet-up 
in October, Bishnu Maya Pariyar 
(2006 grantee) came to visit us in 
Washington and bring us up to date on 
her work to improve the lot of Dalit 
(“untouchable”) women in Nepal.  
Bishnu’s efforts center on helping 
women gain access to law school to 
address social justice issues, especially 
as they affect women. 

We heard from other grantees as well. 
Elena Vega (2018 grantee) in November 
invited us to virtual attendance at her 
PhD pre-sentation at FLACSO, Mexico. 
Members of the MMEG family were 
delighted to attend, learn more about 
ways to facilitate the successful 
matriculation of pregnant high school 
students, and salute Elena’s successful 
degree awarding - especially during this 
challenging year.

All of these interactions, as well as our 
40th anniversary events, brought light 
into a dark year. They also made it clear 
that an objective for MMEG going 
forward is to provide a framework and a 
platform for grantees to reach each 
other and find productive areas of 
interaction. 

We learned from this year’s activities 
that such networking provides rich 
opportunities for grantees to learn 
from, and support, each other - in 
essence, to create a community of 
MMEG grantees.

Meanwhile, grantees continued to 
adjust to the pandemic, studying 
remotely and/or returning to their 
home countries, succeeding despite 
the stresses imposed by COVID-19. In 
the words of Angela Triana Gallego 
(2020 grantee) on the occasion of 
receiving her Master’s degree in 
Creative Writing from the National 
University of Colombia, ”Without your 
support, it would have been impossible 
to finish my master’s studies…in this 
difficult year in which the artists in our 
country were among the most affected 
by the pandemic.”  And many past 
grantees continue to make significant 
contributions to fighting the effects of 
the pandemic, providing front-line 
medical and public health services, or 
working to alleviate pandemic 
exacerbated problems in the areas of 
domestic violence, gender equality, 
human rights, and civil and racial 
justice. Please visit 
www.mmeg.org/covid-19  to read 
more about the work of MMEG 
grantees during the pandemic. 
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A N N UA L  A R T S  &  CR A F T S  FA I R

MMEG is a volunteer-led public charity. 
We rely on the generosity of volunteers 
to raise funds for grants and to run the 
four successful programs that benefit 
grantees each year.

We also need volunteers to read grantee 
applications on our selection 
committees, to work year-round on our 
media or data management teams, and to 
champion us by helping to spread the 
word about our mission, our work, and 
our fabulous grantees. For more 
information, visit 
www.mmeg.org/volunteering/. 

An unfortunate effect of the COVID-19 
virus was the preclusion of an in-person 
Arts & Crafts Fair in 2021. MMEG stepped 
up to the challenge and mounted a 
virtual fair in conjunction with the online 
marketplace, Brands & Makers; the event 
successfully attracted shoppers as well as 
new supporters of the MMEG purpose. 

Sadly, and not surprisingly, MMEG will 
once again be unable to host the Arts & 
Crafts Fair at the World Bank 
headquarters this fall on account of 
COVID-19 building use restrictions.  That 
said, plans are underway to pursue 
alternate dates for a fair when WBG 
operations can reopen. 

Volunteering Opportunities at MMEG

Please visit www.mmeg.org/fair to see plans for 
a fair in the future as they develop; meanwhile, 
thank you so very much for your continued 
support until we see you again in person.
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Celebrating MMEG’s 40th anniversary 
has been a bright spot in a year 
generally consigned to gloom! 
Producing virtual programs has brought 
us into the greatest contact ever with 
our grantees and spread the word about 
MMEG’s contribution to a wider 
audience than ever before, creating 
a global community of remarkable 
women and their supporters. MMEG’s 
communications team has helped 
produce virtual events each month 
to reach a wide virtual audience 
and feature different aspects of our 
grantees’ work and success.

The chair of the 40th Year Anniversary 
Committee is Priscilla Rachun Linn. Her 
goal has been to feature the voices of 
as many grantees as possible, 
concentrating on a series called MMEG 
Talks. She, and other Board members 
have engaged in lively discussions with 
grantees on areas of their expertise, 
including Environment, Mental Health, 
The Difference MMEG Makes, and the 
Arts. Over the rest of the year, the Talks 
are focusing on our LAC Program in 
Spanish in September and the voices of 
MMEG Volunteers for Volunteer Month 
in October.

A new video entitled “MMEG 40 Years in 
Supporting Women,” was made possible 
by a generous grant from the Bank-
Fund Staff Federal Credit Union 
(BFSFCU). Piehole, a production 
company with an unlikely name, 
created it along with our first award-
winning video, “ The Power of One 
Woman,” in 2016. 

1981 – 2021, CELEBRATING
THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY WITH MMEG!

465
GRANTEES

 $4.2 million 
GRANTEE SUPPORT

75
COUNTRIES
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In lieu of “bricks and mortar” exhibitions, 
Priscilla created two virtual PowerPoint 
shows: for March, “ The Power of One Woman 
at Work,” and coming in December 2021,    
“The Power of One Woman in Research.” 
Each presentation highlights the impact of 
grantees in their communities, as well as 
sharing their intentions and aspirations for 
the future. 

MMEG is especially enthusiastic about 
its first-ever photo competition, titled 
“Women Build a Better World,”  whose 
winners will be announced on October 25, 
2021. Open without cost to anyone from 
anywhere (except MMEG board members 
and their families), professional judges will 
grant first, second, and third prizes for single 
photo and series entries, the award money 
generously donated by the IMF/World Bank 
International Photographic Society. 

MMEG’s communications coordinator, 
freelance photographer, and Board Director, 
Marta Gonzalez, identified the judges and 
negotiated the contest organization through 
LensCulture, an online site promoting 
excellence in photography. 

No anniversary year would be complete 
without fundraisers. MMEG invites donors to 
sponsor a $40 seat for each of our 
465 grantees at a very large virtual table. 
MMEG also plans a future in-person 
luncheon to honor the past founders and 
board presidents of MMEG. 

In retrospect, one great benefit of the 40th 
year has been for MMEG grantees to open up 
on our virtual platforms, empowering them 
to impart their wisdom and share their 
experience with the world. 

One wonders if  Babs Knox,  Şükriye 
Karaosmanoğlu, and Ruby Wyngate 
had any idea in 1981 that their work 
to memorialize their friend, Margaret 
McNamara would, in 40 years,
empower 465 women to finish their 
education, with more than $4.2 million 
in grant funding!
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While we were disappointed not to be 
able to hold our physical and highly 
popular main fundraiser of the year, the 
Arts and Crafts Fair,  our extremely 
generous donors and WBG sponsors, 
the Community Connections Campaign ,  
the IMF Giving Together Program,  and 
the Bank-Fund Staff Federal Credit 
Union, increased their commitments  to 
MMEG, resulting in a record level of 
gifts to MMEG during the fiscal year. 

As a result,  compared to FY20 ,  cash 
donations increased by 40 percent to 
$200,849 in FY21. Unrestricted net 
assets stood at $2.51 million at the end 
of the year, of which $290,000 
comprised reserves.

MMEG FINANCING 

Non-monetary (in-kind) contributions 
added $43,751 and include office space, 
communications, printing, 
administrative and event support from 
the World Bank Group, and pro-bono 
legal advice from WilmerHale. 

MMEG also benefits from the significant 
amounts of time contributed by many 
volunteers in managing and 
implementing its programs. 

Full audited financial statements are 
available upon request.

MMEG financing comes 
from a large base of 
individual donors, small 
family foundations, and 
corporate donors. 

In addition to the 
significant amount of 
time contributed by 
volunteers, MMEG 
received $248,000 in 
fiscal year 2021 from 
cash donations and in-
kind support, as well as 
revenue from the first 
virtual Arts & Crafts Fair.
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MMEG FINANCIAL FAC TS AND FIGURES 

Distribution of grant expenses

Due to uncertainties created 
by the pandemic, the number of MMEG 
grants in FY21 was limited 
to six in each of the South Africa, Latin 
America, and US-Canada programs and 
two in the Trinity Washington 
University program. Thus, the ratio of 
grant expenses to overall cash 
expenses in FY21 decreased 
significantly compared to previous 
years’ figures. Of annual cash expenses 
in FY21, grants constituted 63 percent 
of direct cash expenses while those for 
management, general, and fundraising 
activities constituted 25 percent. 
Another 12 percent was spent on grant 
program expenses and overheads such 
as grant application systems and 
contractual services. 

A total of $189,000 was disbursed as grant 
payments to 20 grantees in FY21.
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FRIENDS OF MMEG

Ted Ahlers and Barbara Ormond
Merunisha Ahmid
Caroline and Richard Berney
Benoit Bosquet
Laura Burakreis
Madeleine and Heinrich de Kock
Vesna and Bertrand de la Borde
Nichola Dyer
Elaine Hubert
IMF-World Bank International
      Photographic Society (IPS)
David Klaus
Dominique Lallement 

        Francis Lethem
Marilyn Manalo
Stephanie Miller
Maryvonne Plessis-Fraissard
Brinda and Vipul Prakash
Alexander Shakow
Katrina Sharkey
Lynn Sherburne-Benz 
Mary Oakes Smith
Pelin and Serkan Tekneci
Wei Wang

In addition to the very many volunteers whose contribution of time is invaluable, generous 
donors who choose to remain anonymous, and donors through Facebook; we would like to 
acknowledge and thank the following, who supported MMEG with direct contributions 
over the fiscal year. Please note that although we make every effort to ensure the accuracy 
of this listing, we may have overlooked someone. If so, please contact us at 
mmeg@worldbank.org.

PHILANTHROPISTS

PATRONS

Bank-Fund Staff Federal Credit Union 
John Blaxall
Laurence Carter
Brigid Holleran
Lori and Ozgur Karaosmanoglu 
Priscilla and Johannes Linn
Padmini and Monish Mahurkar 
Margaret Mendelsohn and Colin Warren

BENEFACTORS

Augusta Molnar and Kent Lupberger 
Reiko Niimi
Alison and Aloysius Ordu 
Dhamayanthy Pathmanathan
William Sonneborn
Aydin and Beatriz Tuncer
World Bank Community Connections 
         Campaign 

Liz Lauck
Janet Leno
Laura Macinnis
Katherine Marshall
Catherine Mathieu and Otaviano Canuto
Robert Saum 
Ana Cecilia and Miguel Savastano
Anand Srivastava
Hennie and Elna van Greuning
Monica Vidili and David Treguer
Hanna and Peter Woicke
Andree Wynkoop and Hasan Tuluy

Elizabeth Adu
Diana Baird
Mary Jane Balicki
Sarah and Eduard Brau
Elisabetta Capannelli
Easther Chigumira
Deborah Danker and Robert Feldman 
Ursula and Mak Dehejia
Vivian and Jorge Familiar
Joanne and Robert Garrity
Victoria and Edward Jaycox 
Charlotte Jones-Carroll 
Lois Khairallah
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Afsaneh Jalilzadeh
Jeffrey Katz
Kees Kostermans
Maria and Jean Pierre Lacombe 
John Langan
Natalie Lichtenstein
Marlaine Lockheed 
Yasuhiko and Jacqueline Matsuda 
Eugene McCarthy
Lucien Moreau
Suzanne Morris and Erik Boas 
Trudi and David Pearce 
Roland and Maria Guillen Peters 
Gary Rice
Ludovic Signarbieux
Mercy Miyang Tembon
Vittoria V. Winterton

Elizabeth Adu
Diana Baird
Mary Jane Balicki
Sarah and Eduard Brau
Elisabetta Capannelli
Easther Chigumira
Deborah Danker and Robert Feldman
Ursula and Mak Dehejia
Vivian and Jorge Familiar
Joanne and Robert Garrity
Victoria and Edward Jaycox
Charlotte Jones-Carroll
Lois Khairallah
Francis Lethem
Marilyn Manalo
Stephanie Miller
Maryvonne Plessis-Fraissard
Brinda and Vipul Prakash
Alexander Shakow
Katrina Sharkey
Lynn Sherburne-Benz
Mary Oakes Smith
Pelin and Serkan Tekneci
Wei Wang

SPONSORS
Amanda and Marcelo Agapito Fernandes 
Susan and Lloyd Blakley
Mary Ann Briggs
Debra and Gerard Byam
Fadila Caillaud
Jayati Datta Mitra and Gautam Datta  
Kunthary de Gaiffier
Faly Diallo
Cecile Fruman and Ahmet Tokpinar  
Monique Garrity
Caroline Gelb
Robin Glantz and Anthony Ciccone  
Svetlana Graf
Adil Hasnaoui
Larry and Margaret Hinkle
Patricia Holleran and Tom Guild
Teresa and Ben Hui
Myra Jacobs

Janet Abraham
Georgine Ahmad
Zoubida and Abdelkader Allaoua 
Andrea Gianoulades 
Anayiotos Lungile Bomvu
Atia Byll-Cataria
Marlyn Caluag
Joan Churchill
Clara Ana Coutinho De Sousa 
Carmen Crespo del Amo
Milka and Luis Descaire
Madhu Dutta-Sen 
Diana Eisenstat
Mary Finger
Michelle Fortune
Diarietou Gaye
Ralitza Germanova
Marta Gonzalez de la Pena Royo 
Ann Hammond
Phillip Hannam 
Johannes Heister
Ann Marie and Norman Hicks 
Stewart Hicks
David Howard
Mary Holleran and David Proctor 
Sukriye Karaosmanoglu 
Majid Kazemi Najaf Ab
Yuko Keicho
Yvonne and John Kendall 
Fred King

Margaret Lane
George Larbi
Mei Li
Priscilla and David Little
Neile Lutze
Vim Maguire
Susan McAdams
Magdalene McElhone
Barbara Metuge Emade 
Alan Miller
Patricia V. O’Neil
Vivian Otteman
Katharine and Robert Panfil 
Elizabeth Pendleton
Gay Pirozzi
Ning Poopech
Olga Pulgar-Vidal
Caroline Ramsay and John Merriam 
Kenlee Ray
Susan Schiffer
Barbara and Karen Linnea Searle 
Martha and Narendra Sharma 
Shelley Spencer
Jyoti Sriram
Christina and Dick Staufenberger 
Ed and Monique Strawderman 
Alexander ter Weele
Adriaan Verspoor
Lily and John Waterston

ASSOCIATES
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MEMBERS

Suzana Barroso
Alix Beeney
Anne Burrows
Patricia Caicedo
Liz Chabra
Christine Cornelius
Fabiola de Amarante
Anne Dickerson
Ran Li
Carmelita Mateos
Sheila Reines
Katy Roffe
Yaye Sakho
Tiziana Smith
Marie Valmonte and Paul Abhamongkol 
Robin Weisman
Yuan Xiao

CONTRIBUTORS

Carla Scearce
Loretta Viola Fioretti
Talaat Moreau 
Louise Picon Shimizu 
Elizabeth Holleran Spackman 
Anubhuti Srivastava
Leila Zlaoui

IN HONOR
Reiko Niimi

Busharah Azhar
Louis Boorstin and Alissa Stern 
Vanessa Carrion
Alain Dhoore
Richard Endow
Jennifer Hempel
Olma Inocentes
Mahima Khanna
Amit Kumar
Khrystyna Kushnir
Sonja Linn
Cecilia Meismer
Jumpei Nakamura 
Yvonne Nguyen
Patricia Overend 
Deniz Ozmak
Rosemary Paljug
Oscar Rodriguez Gomez 
Richard Rutherford
Van Todd
Samantha Trainum
Catriona Vaas and Ed Payne 
Jingsui Wang
Judy and Gregor Wolf
Hifziye Zincir

IN MEMORIUM

GENEROUS DONORS 
THROUGH PRO-BONO 
AND IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTIONS

Claudia Gualteros 
Raymond James – Aydin Tuncer and Ozgur 
      Karaosmanoglu 
WilmerHale – Barbara Kirschten Esq. 
World Bank Group 
World Bank Group Family Network 
      (WBGFN)

SPECIAL THANKS TO

MMEG gives special thanks for support of 
our annual fundraising campaign to:

- WBG Community Outreach Program and

Community Connections Campaign

- IMF Giving Together Program

- Bank-Fund Staff Federal Credit Union

And for ongoing support throughout the 
year to:

WBGFN Executive Committee and
    volunteers 
WBGFN staff--Catherine Mathieu, 
      Mimi Besha and Paul Corsi
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WHO’S WHO

Honorary Member:
Kathleen McNamara (USA),
Honorary President

Board of Directors:
Madeleine de Kock (South Africa), President 
Vesna de la Borde (Ghana/France), Vice 
      President & Secretary 
Brinda Prakash (India), Treasurer
Amanda Agapito Fernandes (Brazil) 
Laurence Carter (UK)
Vivian Familiar (Mexico)
Marta Gonzalez de la Peña Royo (Spain) 
Brigid Holleran (USA)
Priscilla Rachun Linn (USA)
Stephanie Miller (USA)
Reiko Niimi (Japan/USA)
Ana Cecilia Savastano (Peru)
Marie Valmonte (Philippines/USA)
Colin Warren (UK/USA)

Coordinator:
Pelin Tekneci (Turkey)

Selection Committee Chairs:
US-Canada Program
Laura Plevin (UK/France)
Jette Renneberg (Denmark)

Trinity Washington University Program 
Charlotte Jones Carroll (USA)

South Africa Program
Venitha Pillay (South Africa)
Nichola Dyer (USA)

Latin America Program 
Carmen Crespo del Amo (Spain) 
Paula Valencia (Colombia)

Fair Committee:
Deborah Faison (USA)
Paola Pizano Naciff (Mexico)
Jette Renneberg (Denmark)
Aisha Zulfiqar (Pakistan)

Communications and Design 
Support:
Claudia Gualteros (Colombia)
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HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT MMEG?

MAKE A DIREC T
CONTRIBUTION

Your support enables us to make a 
difference in the lives of grantees!  
Become or continue being a friend of 
MMEG in at least one of the following 
ways. 

By check, payable to “MMEG” and mail to:  
MMEG, c/o Madeleine de Kock, President, 
4609 Chestnut Street, Bethesda, MD 
20814. (Please note that the MMEG office 
moved to the WBG Main Complex [Room 
MC4-410] during the fiscal year; however, 
due to continuing office shutdowns 
because of Covid-19, we do not yet have a 
viable mail-stop number. We shall keep 
you notified at www.mmeg.org  when we 
are on-site at the new office and open for 
business–and mail–there.)

By electronic donation, Venmo to <MMEG 
Margaret McNamara Education Gr>; 
Paypal to <mmeg@worldbank.org>, or 
Zelle to <mmeg@worldbank.org>.

By credit card, go to our web page: 
www.mmeg.org/donate/
By automatic bank transfer of $10/month 
or more...

You can also donate to MMEG via a 
contribution of stock, a charitable-giving 
donor-advised fund or as a named 
beneficiary of your estate or 
life insurance policy. Please contact 
MMEG at mmeg@worldbank.org if you 
would like further information on one of 
these options.

GIVE US YOUR
FOREIGN COINS

In concert with the Bank Fund Staff Federal 
Credit Union, we continue the practice of 
collecting surplus foreign coins from World 
Bank and IMF travelers. When BFSFCU 
branches are fully open again, please donate 

your foreign coins in MMEG boxes located 
there. 

DONATE THROUGH
AMAZON SMILE 

If you shop on Amazon, please do so 
through AmazonSmile (https://
smile.amazon.com/), where you can 
designate Margaret McNamara Education 
Grants as the charitable organization of 
your choice. At no extra cost to you, 0.5% 
of your purchase value will benefit us.

Our volunteer communications team 
supports an amplified presence on 
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and 
Twitter.  Please use these platforms to 
network with other grantees (LinkedIn) 
and to keep abreast of MMEG events and 
grantee activities.

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA
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D o n a t e  t o  M M E G  
T h r o u g h  t h e  W B G  
C o m m u n i t y  C o n n e c t i o n
C a m p a i g n  o r  I M F  
G i  v i n g  T o g e t h e  r  a n d  
M a x i m i z e  Y o u r  I m p a c t !

This year, we received great news from the 
World Bank Group’s Community Connections 
Campaign (CCC): they will match all staff and 
retiree donations to MMEG! 

This means that for every $1 donated by 
WBG staff and retirees, MMEG will receive $2. 
The CCC campaign is in effect from 
November through December 2021. 

And IMF Giving Together continues to match 
staff and retiree donations to MMEG from 
November through December 2021, up to 
maximum of a $5,000 match. 

For CCC, you can donate directly through 
the campaign or by check to MMEG 
(including checks from donor-advised 
funds), on-line, via PayPal or Venmo, or 
through stock donations. We will send you a 
receipt, and once you upload that receipt 
into CCC’s portal, MMEG will receive a 
matching donation. If you need further 
information or log-in assistance for the CCC, 
we are here to assist you. Please contact us 
at mmeg@worldbank.org.

For IMF Giving Together, log in to your 
Benevity account (https://
imfgiving.benevity.org/user/login) and 
select MMEG. 
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Matching donations give us a great opportunity 
to fund more grants during the pandemic, even 
as we can’t host MMEG Arts and Crafts Fair, 
which has been our only fundraising event for 
more than 30 years. If you are a WBG or IMF 
staff member or retiree, we ask that you donate 
to MMEG through one of these campaigns, to 
maximize your impact.

Here’s what your donation plus
matching funds can mean to a 
grantee:

• $1,500 buys a laptop so a student can
run regressions or write papers from

home.

• $1,000 buys a year’s worth of textbooks
for a US-Canada or Trinity program

student.

• $500 covers one month of food, travel,
and housing for a South African or Latin

American grantee.

• $100 covers a monthly metro pass for a
US-Canada or Trinity student.

• $50 buys a month’s worth of internet
access for a grantee in South Africa or

Latin America.

• $10 on a Starbucks card can keep a
grantee awake for another 15 hours to
study!
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ANNIVERSARY 

MMEG 4QTH YEAR EVENTS CALENDAR 

MMEG IS CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SUPPORTING EXCEPTIONAL WOMEN 

THROUGH EDUCATION 

JOIN US TO SHARE THE CAMARADERIE! 

Date Event 

January 25, 2021 Celebration Event 

February 25,2021 MMEG Talks Environment 

March 25, 2021 The Power of One Woman at Work 

April 26, 2021 MMEG Talks Health 

May 25, 2021 The Difference MMEG Makes 

June 24, 2021 MMEG Talks Arts 

September 2021 Photo Competition 

September 28, 2021 MMEG Talks from LAC 

October 25, 2021 Volunteer Month 

November 18, 2021 40th Year Luncheon 

December 15,2021 The Power of One Woman in Research 

December 15, 2021 Highlights of 2021 

You can find more information at www.mmeg.org/40th 

WORLD BANK GROUP 

FAMILY NETWORK 

� 

BANK-FUND STAFF FEDERAL 

CREDIT UNION 
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